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The Central Construction Bureauw, Berlin W8, Meuerstrasse 23/84,
is an agency of the Hauniabteilung Metallurgie of the Ministry
of Industry of the DDR. Since the death of ¥Willi Becker,
formerly Chief of the Haurtabteilung Metzlliurgie, the Haunt-
abteilung has been headed by Dr. Ing. Kraemer. In the Central
Construction Bureau construction nlans sre formuisted for zteel
niants and rolling mille which are to be a rart of the VVB (Z)
Vesta, (Vereinigung volkeigener Betriebe zur Produktion und
Verabeitung von Roheisen, Stahl und “alzwerkerzeugnissen,
Leinzig C 1, ¥artin-Tuther-Ring 13}. Yot only the rrovisiocnal
nlans but also 211 necessary constructional draswings are vrerared
in this Buresu. The actuzl construction ané instsllation of the
vlante and milie ig surervised by the Central Construction Fureau.

The director of the Central Construction Bureau is (fnu) Schroeder,
an SED man, whoge rrincinal duty is surervision and tralning of
the rersonnel. Schroeder lives in Berlin-3teglifz in the
vicinity of the Titanle-Talzst. {(fnu) Clemens is btechnical
director, and (fnu) Stocf 1ls in cherge of generzl nlsnning.
Under Stocf's direct surervision are ¢ congtrucilon engineers
and several draughtemsn. Both Clemens and Stocf have very good
technical knowledge of steel nlants and roiling nills. Clemens
lives in Berlin-Koeranieck, "endenschloss, and avrarently helongs
only to the Scciety for 3oviet Friendshin. Stocf came tc the
Central Cozstruction Buresu from the Stahlwerk Hennigedorf in
1949 at the deémand of the Hauvrtabtelilung Hetallurgle. 7arller
he haé been emnloyed in Hennigsdorf at the 21lgemeine Elekiri-
zitaets Cesellschaft. | ] Stocf 1is not 25X
friendly to the SED. 3Since h;§?3ﬁecial skills gre very much

in demand, however, Schroeder tTreazts him with much cere. The
commercial director, (fnu) Scheffler, has aprarently acanted
himself %o Communilsm ae an omvortunistic measure, since his
nosition brings him 100C DY Ost wer month in adcditicn %o
imnortant benefits. A cloge rersonal relationshir of mutual
trust exists boiwecn 2cheffler and Schroeder. Ifnu) Mueller

is in charge of the section directly reswunsitvie for the
construction of steel and rolling milis. 1In this section '
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16 construction engineers and seversl édraughtsmen are emnloved.
(fru) Liebs (with one construction engineer and several draughts-
men), heads the section resncnsible for machine construction,
(fnus lielzer is in charge cof research, a secticn not yet fully

in coveration., (fnu) Rudol-h, with three engineers, is resronsihle
for ordering materials and for seeing to it that construction
deadlines ars met. Rudolnh has connections with western firnms,
and he handles all orders with them,

The Bureau vresently emrloys 2 totel of about 65 nersons, 13

of whom are comrercial emnloyees, and the rest, engineers,

techniclsng, and draughtsmen. The Buresv has three cars and

drivers :t its ¢isnoeal. ™ith tre excertion of scme wro were

emnloye” becavse of their nolitical sffiliction, the najority

of tre c¢ngineers are highly skilled. According teo source, the

majority of the enpineers react naszively to Communistic ,
Influence. It is opresently nlanned to increacse the numter of

employees at the Buresu to 200. The necessary office srace for

this number has already bteen nrevared. | | 25X1
the Mauntabtr~ilung letallurgle intends to make Thre Central
Construction Bureau the key adminlstrative office for construce

tior and exransion activity of =211 metallurgical firms in the

DCR.

Of the many rrojects now facing the Bureau, the construetion of
a steel and rolling mill in Brandenburg an der Davel holds first
nriority. Second wnriority is the rollirg mill to te constructed
al. Kirermoeser. This rolling mill is tc be called ¥Walzwerk
"i{111 Becker, named after the deceased director of the
ltauntabteilung Yetzllurgle. Other nrojects in order of their
wriority sre the following: a rolling m111 at Ilsenburg/Harz,

a steel vplant at Doehlen/Freltel I1I, and exransion of the steel
wlent Hennigsdorf.

Present nlesns call for the first furnace at the rnew steel nlant
Brandenburg to go into oneration on 28 July 195C, since this
day w111l te marked by the orening ceremonies of the SEL narty
convention. i'irister Selbmann, unon a request from the SED,
ordered this deadline. The Branderburg nlant is teing equinmed
with 10 Siemnens-lkartin furnaces, each with a caracity of 12C
tons. Continual nrcduetion will be carried on with ¢ of the
furnaces. The rolling mil? will be constructed next to the
gteel rnlant. WNegotiations sre under vey with western firms
such as DFilAG, Duisburg, for tre delivery of machinery. Since
the Fast CGerman firmes are nct atle to bullé the necessary cranes,
these eresnes are beilng ordered from YAY and I'TiAG. The firem
Hentschel in Kassel has suoplied a Diesel locorotive.

All efforts have been nacde to secure machinery and installations,
needed by the steel mlants and rolling mills, in the Fast Zone
1tself. Tre Fast Zone is suffering, however, from a rhortage

of svecizl macrines, esrecirlly heavy machine tools, as for
examnle, forge hammers from 15C tc 60C kllogram=z. Srecial
machines for manufacturing large gears ere lacring. Tast
Gernany canrot even nrovide enough cables for the cranes of a
sultable gquality to insure safety. The shortag> of #lloyved
steel (refined steel) is a very serious bottle-neck. The sunply
of both hematite and soft cozl for uge in Fast Zone steel nlants
1s also insufficient. Since these deficlenciez ¢an only be
relieved by V'est Germany, the Central Construction Bureat must
often suggest to *the Ministry of Industry that refined steel,
sneclzel installations, or snecial machines be ordered from

the Vest,.*

The Fast German economy suffers, however, not cnlv fronm a
shortage of refined steel, tut elso from a rezl c<hortage of
ordinary carbon strel for constructional use.** This shcrtage
of basic construction materisl may meke it imec=sible for the
Central Constructicn Bureau to meet its deadlines. At a recert
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i
meeting at the central trade office of the Hauntabteilung
- Netellurgle it was learned *hat at rrecen* only 5CC of the
8,8C0 tons of orcdinary steel currently reeded ir. the Buresu's
nrolects could be sunplied. The iliristry of Industiry notified
the C-rirsl Control Commission, since sabotazre was susrected.

25X1A *| |Comment. Every such suggestion makes inister
Seibmenn very indignant since he belleves East Zonzl
Industry to te carable of hizher achieverent than it
‘In reality ie.

25X1A **I lComment. Notices in the Tast rress tc tre effect
ha® there is an over-rroduction ~f ordinary steel in

the Fast Zone are mirleading. All such figures include
ereel Yelng shirmed tc Ruesia or rerarations orders.

At nresent 3 largr vrercentage of thics steel is being
turned dovn by the Pussisns on account of its inferior
guality. This rejected steel 1s not impediately nlaced
at the disrcsal of East CGermzn industry, however. Before
thls con te effected =z grezt desl of red tene must be
gone through, vith the final decleicn oftern in the hands
of the Russians.
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